BIOMATRIX CURRICULUM
__W/Holistic Societal Problem (Dis)Solving:
- Kids to the Rescue of the World

Chapter 1:
Journey towards a

CURRENT FUTURE
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CHAPTER 1

WELCOME to CHAPTER 1.

It describes the journey of a bunch of
concerned kids in search of solutions to
humanity’s complex problems.

They travel around the whole world to
consult various experts (both,
mainstream and alternative) in many
areas of life.

And between the visits they reflect on

what they learned.
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INTRODUCTION
The Year is 2020...

Despite of many good intentions, our world is still riddled with
major problems to which we have not found solutions.

reflectj
On the state of t’:'gn
world. ..
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Despite all the resources and abundance of our planet,
the majority of people still live in abject poverty, while the
rich get richer...
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We know the short- and long- term
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Information technology,
originally designed to unite us
and better the quality of our lives,

Increasingly divides and separates us ...
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A vast majority of our learners either
have no access to education at all, or
have access to education
that does not prepare them
for the world they will occupy...
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Civilians have lost trust
In the ability of politicians
to better the quality of their lives,
yet they keep electing untrustworthy
political representatives.




Pollution, depletion of
natural resources and
climate change have

created an instability in
our natural systems.

The effects are felt more
and more each day...
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Disease and toxicity are
prevalent...

People are getting sicker,
with a healthcare system
that cannot keep up and
provide for the growing
number of patients...
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Our tolerance for one another hangs in balance,
as we struggle to find a peaceful identity
that unites rather than divides us...
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The 'proH‘em's of the world are mounting.
Time is of the essence.
We need solutions Quicklg.
And it must be a COLLECTIVE effort!
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embark on a great adventure...

em that the adults around them had done a
Job of making a mess, and perhaps it was time to take _—
matters into their own hands...




| e world,
had answers to humanity’s problems...

i




As a first stop the kids visit the
'POLITICIANS. |
They seem to hold the power...

Y
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Politicians,
how can we solve the
problems of the



Problems? | think we first should
acknowledge how far we have come. Look
at the so-called developed world and how
it prospers, thanks to democracy, the rule
of law, the protection of human rights, the
protection of private property and free
enterprise.
Now, if we could get the less developed
countries and dictatorships of this world to
accept these political developments, the
big problems of the world would definitely &
disappear. -

¥
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As to problems in our own
democratic country, sure, there
are some left and we can improve
on all fronts.

And we have a programme for it.
We know how this can be done.
Vote for us and you will see.....

And beware of the opposition,
they are wrong, so vote for us,
vote ....

-
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Truthfully, I only have four or
maybe eight years (if | am lucky)
to get anything done ...

... and these problems are just
too messy to solve in that short
of a space of time.

But vote for me anyway, vote




The kids leave the mainstream and opposition politicians
very despondently and ask now the protesters,
whistleblowers and revolutionaries...

How can the problems of the world be solved?




We need to get rid of
the corrupt politicians.
Change the system,
keep protesting,

raise awareness,

make revolution,
change the leadership....

They have created

the complex problems,

so getting rid of them

will fix the problems.

Just join us to speed things up.




The kids reflect on their experience with politics and concluded ...

y

Even the best politicians from either
the ruling party, or the opposition
parties, or even together,

do not seem to be able to solve the “INSANITY:
— problems of the world. Doing the same thing

Their programmes are the same old over and over and
£\ strategies that have been tried before expecting different
1< °) anddid not solve the problems. results”

) So, why should they succeed now? (Albert Einstein)
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And are there really any
significant differences
between the mainstream
and opposition parties?

Or are they merely legacy
systems of a past era?

And what about the relevance of
representative democracy in a
complex world?

Can one representative or one
political party represent us in all areas
of life (from education, to
Infrastructure to foreign affairs)?

And what about the transparency of
that system? Our representatives can
make any decision they like and hide

behind the anonymous majority that

elected them

S




The protesters and revolutionaries
probably do a valuable job in pointing out
problems.

But they also seem to have no solutions, or
only partial or naive ones. It seems that we

. : I too much
They seem to rely on the view that if one i prace 100 muc
. emphasis on
gets rid of a bad government or system, a !
A

. : : politicians and
good one will automatically arise. their power.




They should know

how to solve the
problems of the world!?!

52



S i i NG bl
LABORATORY

Scientists,
how can we solve the
problems of the world?




The scientists look at the kids in perplexity...

Ahem... look at all the scientific
and technological developments
we have already achieved...

... and how they have improved our
health and standard of life in all
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Problems?
Of course there are still problems, and yes,
global problems.

Many of us are busy working on them in

our highly specialised disciplines. -
Other scientists work in other specialised A w
areas. — o

It is clear that much more research will be

needed before we clarify our
understanding.
It is hoped that this research will stimulate
further work in the field.




We confess that we can’t always
pursue the research we want to do.

Our corporate funders need
profitable solutions ...




The kids also encounter some scientists who work outside
the scientific establishment with topics and approaches that are
not recognised by established research institutions and
mainstream science....




How to solve the problems of the world?

EASY, we have the technical, medical,
psychological, economic, etc. solutions.

The problem is that they are suppressed, because
the corporates can’t make money from them. So
we don’t get funded by them, nor by government

research grants.

Or we do not fit the current scientific paradigm, so
we don’t get published and remain unknown.

Therefore we can’t develop our research fu




Again the kids left a little confused,
and returned to their reflection room to make sense of it all...

Some of the alternative scientists and
their solutions seemed to make a lot
of sense, while others...

Well maybe some of them are a little
whacky (can there really be free
energy?)..who are we to judge?

As to the argument of the corporates
suppressing solutions ... we can

hardly doubt that!




While the mainstream scientists are cautious and
meticulous in their approach, they seem to be more
Interested in analysing and explaining problems than

searching for, let alone committing to solutions...

By comparison, the dissident scientists seem to be full of
solutions, as well as enthusiasm and passion for them...

What are dissident scientist anyway?
It seems that the mainstream scientists decide on what is
science and that excludes those that don’t get published
In the reputable mainstream journals...

And why don’t they get published ...? Because they
subscribe to different approaches ... (and maybe even to
a different worldview - such as w/holism?)...




' Both, the mainstream and T

dissident scientists sit in Both groups seem to be at the
their specialised scientific ' mercy of their financiers ...
disciplines with their ’ ... which makes us wonder if the
’ discipline specific solutions... | mission of science is the pursuit of

truth or the development of marketable
solutions for the corporates?

And are we tax payers not funding a lot
of research also? And where is our
equity and profit from it?

But who is responsible for
L putting the different

perspectives and solutions

together and into a larger
context?




The kids visit the FINANCIERS

It seems we must speak with
| the FINANCIERS!

il — We need to follow the
money...

...isn’t that what we learned
from the scientists?
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And so the kids go to the centre of FINANCE
to speak with the bankers, the traders and investors.
If money is power, they must be the most powerful people
around...
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Finance crisis? Itis just some larger tharg
usual dip in the market. It will recover!

Of course we banks need to be bailed out.
Just imagine your ATM doesn’t spit out
your money anymore!

The system is too large to be allowed to
collapse. And it is so complex that really
only us few experts understand it....if it can
be understood at all. Itis too complex to be
dabbled with, just in case it would fail.

Better to keep it as it is and bail us out!




This apparently complex
system is a global casino.

It will work as long as
everyone believes in it.

So, keep trading!

My bonus depends on it!




The kids interview some Occupy Wall Street Protesters
(and march along). They learn a lot....
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In 2009 the money in circulation
was estimated at 600 trillion
dollars,
while the real value of the global
GDP was 60 trillion...

Since then, the amount of money
has increased even further.

But we don’t know exactly by how
much, because the FED has stopped

Issuing relevant statistics...

Maybe two statistics can
enlighten us:

- in 2015, the US maize crop
was sold about 35 times and

-1n 2016, each barrel of oil
was sold about 60 times

(and mostly with big profits)...




Governments give privately owned
central banks (e.g. the FED in the
USA) the power to create money
from nothing (i.e. through debts).
Then they borrow that money and
pay it back with interest from the

money earned by its citizens
through labour in the real
economy...

And after a financial bail-out,
countries have to sell public
facilities (like harbours, roads,
railways, national parks and other
public goods) to private investors
at a fraction of market value,
just to service interest payments
to the banks they have previously
bailed out with tax money...




No wonder, that
apparently one percent
of global citizens own

ninety percent of the

Some influential thinkers
suggest that we should let
the banks go bankrupt...

And that nations should
refuse to pay back their
debts....




WHY? The crisis was primarily caused by deregulation in
the financial industry which permitted banks to engage in
hedge fund trading with derivatives.




The kids leave the world of finance (being profoundly disturbed and
disillusioned) and return to their reflection room to ponder...

If the amount of money in circulation is

| can feel the weight of the a multitude of the physical stuff
proverb that money is the i . produced,
oot of all evil the finance economy and the real }
T wat economy are actually de-coupled ...
I found the cynicism of the N ...each part seemingly playing

finance world painful ! according to different rules. )
(Have economists caught up with this?)

Indeed, the current finance system
seems to interfere negatively with
the physical economy...

...even threatening to collapse it!




... and they reflect some more...

We also seem to have some How lona will peoble and
ideological confusion (or evolution) here:' . 9 Peop .
nations keep tolerating this

financiers, economists and media talk
about capitalism and markets they seem
to refer to financial capitalism and
financial markets...

THEN in the industrial age: they (and
Marx) referred to the physical economy...

....are these concepts still useful at all?

Do we really know how another
monetary system could work?

IS THE FINANCIAL EMPEROR
NAKED?
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\ The kids visit BUSINESS

—

Let us go to the
BUSINESSES and see
If their views are any
different!




Well, it is very clear to us:

The huge socio-economic development
of an increasing number of people
throughout the world is THANKS TO
free enterprise!!!

More people have more goods and
services than ever beforel!!!

Clearly, capitalism works!!!
Profit incentivises!!!
Efficiency is key!!!

And so is economic growth!!!
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We just need more investment in
the poorer societies and they too
will prosper... so we are well on the
way to wipe out poverty!!!

As to other challenges, we have
‘ many technological solutions in the
A pipeline and others will follow......

...as soon as they are economically
viable!!!

CAnior
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About pollution, depletion of
natural resources, and the cost of
efficiency (such as the unemployment
and wasted infrastructure from the
relocation of production to cheaper
areas)...

These externalised diseconomies are
clearly the responsibility of society,

given all the benefits we bring!

After all, we as business, merely fulfil
the needs and wants of the people.
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The kids also visit some alternative businesses...

We believe that Small is Beautiful.

We grow our own food,
have a neighbourhood barter
system and crypto-currencies...

We follow a back-to-nature and
off-the-grid business model and
and lifestyle...

WE ARE THE FUTURE!

/8



About 3,4 billion people live in
rural areas,
most of them In a subsistence
agrarian economy...
...off-the-grid, but not by choice.
Many of them aspire to a
mainstream economic lifestyle.

As to the post-industrial, off-the grid,
subsistence (?) economy...
...how fortunate that there are cars and
airplanes to visit the kids in the city and
go on a holiday.

And of course, it couldn’t function
without computers, smart-phones,
fridges, solar panels, water pumps,
generatoys, and ...




The kids reflects on what they learned about private business...

If free enterprise is so
successful, why is there a
widening gap between the

rich and poor in most

Profit seemed to be at
the centre of every
conversation.

countries? — Caring for the people

And why the perpetuation
of poverty?

and the planet seemed
more of an afterthought.




And the subsistence

r agricultural lifestyle? ' Considering the growing world
It spells poverty for the large population (from 3 billion in 1960 to 7,5
numbers of people having to In 2020 and 10 in 2050)

live with it. (Don’t call it population explosion, that

]

|
As to its off-the-grid ! Is politically incorrect!) ...
-
L

proponents: do they consider
the numbers of people and the
carrying capacity of the land?
Do they really believe that they
are the future?

... If all 10 billion want to live like the
US citizens?

Great prospects for business profits,
but what about the limited resources
and the social and ecological impacts?
| , (We better discuss this with the

| Z / ecologists!)
()




All this prompts the kids to reflect

on the underlying business paradigm...

Making society pay for the As to the credibility of traditional
negative by-products of business socialism, it collapsed with the
(like pollution, environmental Berlin Wall and worker benefits and
deterioration, health problems)...? worker rights keep crumbling ever
Is this a new Socialising Costs and since...
Privatising Earnings ldeology? ... while the Traditional Capitalism
Some kind of Capitalistic Socialism? morphed into a Finance Capitalism
Orisitneo-liberalism? on the one hand and a global,
Or is this some post-industrial oligarchic (if not monopolistic)
ideological confusion? . Corporate Capitalism on the other

A fake ideology? y -




The kids proceed to the
PHILOSOPHERS

After all, ideology
_ should be the
business of the

— ” philosophers! - e =G
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DEPARTMENT OF
PHILOSOPHY
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Philosophers,
you think all day.
Please tell us:
How can we solve the
TN problems of the world?




The kids meet some philosophers,
who pace up and down scratching their heads,
while they are thinking ...

ell... it depends how you | And, are problems ontological?
define the word problem. (This means something like they

And how do | know that existin reality.) |
when you say problem Or are problems epistemological?

and | say problem we (This means something like
understand the same someone only thinks that they are
problems.)

And do problems

(or does life in general)
ave any meaning anyway?




The kids encounter the so-called new age philosophers
and ask them about solving the world’s problems...

Problems are not here to be solved!

If you have a problem, it is probably due to
your bad behaviour in a past life and now
you get the problem as a lesson to learn.

The meaning of life is learning. No
problems, no learning. So if we solve the

existing problems, new ones would have
to arise so that humanity can keep
learning....
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The kids reflect on what they learned from the philosophers ...

Well, at least they ask
Interesting questions,

.. and made us think and And they remind
wonder, us of the value of

| % | ... and encourage us to think pursuing
rationally, . TRUTH!

| ; ... and not rush in with our
emotions!
" M
5 N
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... and they keep on reflecting...

Do they actually have a
coherent framework for And the New Age view?
asking relevant questions? It seems that they do not suffer
Or do we have to Study many _ personally from the too painful
different philosophers to -~ effects of the world‘s problems...
derstand about problems? ... other than some frog species
| getting extinct in their backyard,




The adventurers proceed to search for some old
wisdom and visit RELIGIOUS LEADERS....

They wander from east to west,

meet important representatives of the great
religions and ask them about the problems of the
world.

Each of them provides wisdom and a fable.
Each commands to love God, fellow humans and

all creatures.
Each talked about the need for
prayer and meditation,
Inner silence, mindfulness and introspection,
faith and hope;
and God's wisdom and guidance.




we need to di
listen to GOD’s we need 1o
we need to guidance meditate, to elevate
ask GOD for consciousness
forgiveness

e need to we need to atone
pray, several v]:/(—)”nee(tzlhto for our sins and
times in a day OHow the forgive ourselves

scriptures and and others
holy book
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The religious leaders said similar things, yet could not
agree among themselves, as each had a very different

Idea of what God is and I1s not.

Those who believe in re-birth get another
chance at solving the world’s problems.

The righteous enjoy an apparently
problem-free existence in their own
exclusive heaven or paradise.

The baddies and those of the other faith
get their just punishment in hell.
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The kids attend a lecture about religious dissidence and learn that ...

Lﬂ_ Throughout history, each religion

had its enlightened mystics who proclaim
a direct connection to and enlightenment by
God (if they spoke at all).

Some of them seem to be revered by their
religion, some quietly tolerated, some not.

Then there are the New Age mystics (the
result of chemistry, brainwave manipulation
and other consciousness techniques, besides

the long standing tradition of meditation).

The mystic’s approach to solving the
problems of the world seems spirit and
consciousness related:

Enter the field of cosmic consciousness.
Follow your inner guidance and
right action will follow.




Then there were the heretics who did
not proclaim the true faith, split off and
formed sects.

They opposed the practices of mainstream
religion and had an unacceptable answer
to its problems.

They were swiftly dealt with by

excommunication, burning, drowning,
stoning, or getting their head chopped off.

Now we also use bombs (for the many
heretics that work against the true global
economic and political faith) and drones

(for the select few).

There is progress after all!

GODISACH
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Then there are the “l don’t believe
in God believers”, like the scientist
and others (mostly products of
education and the - ahem -
Enlightenment).

Being fervent, dogmatic and
missionising in their belief (as well
as cynical), they are like religious
leaders (promoting a kind of anti-

religion). After all, they only believe
that science can solve our

AHA]

...to believe or no

Is actually the s
Means NOT KNO

t believe
ame: jt
WING...

GODISACH




The kids also encounter a few scientists who do
consciousness research (including the power of prayer and
meditation, practlced alone and In groups)

ooooo

Meditation and prayer change
brain / mind functioning and affect the
physiology. This leads to health, peace,
creativity and many other benefits.
Surprisingly, research also confirmed
beneficial effects on other people and the
environment, if a group meditates or
prays together.

A clear case of science catching up with
religion.




The kids reflect on what they learned from religious leaders...

y |

How is it that all religious

Y : _
rellglobn. Is |t_dfrt]erm|ned I?)y movements (mainstream and
NUMBErS, OT IS there more: alternative) offer similar

il Is there a difference between ' advice, but can’t seem to get
religion (as an organised social along at all?

activity) and splrlt_uallty (as a They preach love, but hate
personal experience of

each other...

What, actually, is mainstream Y

connection to source)?
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Why do they all preach to love

God and the other as oneself
and there is so much hate
between them?

So many problems in the world
come from the
misunderstanding of religion
and spirituality...

My faith is the true FAITH




A —

But then, religion also helps solving Why don’t we deploy
problems by being a civilising force, meditation and prayer
through education, guidance in groups to establish world
righteous living and inspiring peace instead of using
magnificent art to glorify God... bombs and drones, ...

... now that scientific
research has confirmed the
efficacy of this strategy?

.. and being involved in numerous
practical projects in all areas of life, |
from hospitals to shelters, to
agricultural projects, to .

O |

W
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The economists love a good puzzle to solve,
and are very interested in looking at the data...

—
Let us not assume that people
want their problems solved ...

...and what would incentivise
people to want to solve the
problems of the world?
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' And anyway, we are doing fine!

All we need is more economic growth,
which will trickle down to the poor and
will solve all their problems.

And to get more growth, we need to
Invest, deregulate, do free trade
agreements, and...

Besides, the forecasts for the next
guarter are very promising —we are
out of the slump...




The record of the

accuracy of o ' = :A %
economic : o —
forecasts is not — =
very good. |
e Q¢ -
e il @




The kids also visit the not so well established,

published and funded economists.

We’re of the opinion that economics
IS not really a science at all....
...but that it is a conglomeration of
beliefs, with two dominant ideologies:
Keynes (the belief of the heavy hand
of government) versus Friedman (the
invisible hand of the market).

We tried them both and the world’s
problems survived each ...

... and even worsened.
.-'""-I-l—______




We need a new economic theory
that transports economics into the
iInformation age!

Like, for example, extending the industrial
age law of diminishing returns
(which says that every additional unit of
production makes the product less valuable
and would therefore make Bill Gates the
poorest man on earth)
with a law of increasing and synergistic
returns on information,
(or something like that)!



And all this hype about economic growth
and the erroneous assumption that
economic growth implies development...
Didn’t the economists learn from the
accountants that there are costs and
benefits?

The economy produces both, goods and
“bads” (like eliminating disease and cleaning
up pollution and the destruction of war) and

adds it up as economic growth.
Is this not skewed up accounting?




Let us quote Robert Kennedy (1968).

gggotﬂﬁvfg? tvr\llg \ “.the GDP does not allow
for the health of our children,

difference between _ _ _
growth (as an increase the quality of their education,

in size) and nor the joy of their play.
development (as an It does not include the beauty of our
increase in quality)? poetry,

nor the strength of our marriages,

the intelligence of our public debate,

nor the integrity of our public
officials.
It measures neither our wit,
nor our courage,
neither our wisdom, nor our learning.
It measures everything,
except that which makes life
worthwhile.”




The kids reflect on what they learned from the ECONOMISTS...

The economists seem not very big at drawing /
conclusions, but much like the philosophers,
asked very interesting questions.

As to their belief in contradictory economic
ideologies....this reminds me of religion... Let’s go and

o ——m c - = — — visit the
psychologists.

Some of the alternative
economists make a lot of
sense, but where are their

solutions?
AN
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Exhausted from their journey the kids are happy to sit on a
couch for a while, before asking: psychologists, how can we

solve the problems of the world?

It is not your
responsibility

to take on all of the
worlds problems,
my dears...

n




The kids speak about their parents

and other traumas in their life...

If we were all mentally
healthy,
we would all be able to better
solve our own problems,

thus making the world a far
better place....

...then time runs out...
...and they leave...
...until next week’s session.

o 0




Next, the kids explore the human potential movement

and discover a mixture of
alternative medical thinking and alternative religious thinking...

breathe, tap and
shake through
your trauma

you attracted
It, SO you are
responsible




The kids reflect on what they learned from the psychologists ...

Both the mainstream and
alternative psychologists seem /
to see value in the process of
airing problems and making Z
sense of our past, in order to be

mentally healthy for decisions in
the future....

Clearly, the inner world
needs as much attention
as the outer world.

Only sane and 1
peaceful people can

create a sane and
peaceful world!




... and the kids reflect some more ...

My parents didn’t cause Some of the techniques used by
world hunger or the the human potential movements
financial crisis... seem most helpful.

. am | confused? = | also liked their spiritual
approach and the research on
consciousness and its effect on
ameliorating problems, both
personal and societal.




\ The kids visit the TECHNOLOGISTS /

We learned about the 1
human potential...

... now, what about
the potential of
technology?

e T
S
N
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And so the kids move to meet some techies...

\\\\\[ o The digital revolution .
//’ L seems to improve our lives

=3 ’ ? :".’L trem.endously...

Maybe robots and Al will
* solve all problems of the
world...???

?
!
A
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We are already solving so many global problems.

Imagine a world without internet, computers and
without your smart phone...

Imagine cars that drive themselves, a world where
robots do all your chores... and the amazing effects
that the digital revolution will have on education...

There is so much we can achieve, as we move
forward with artificial intelligence...

The potential is limitless!

w117




And soon there will be the widespread
application of quantum computers....

And let’s not forget biological information:
Computers make it possible to improve the
faulty information in the genes of plants
and animals (how could nature fail to
evolve disease resistant crops?) and to

improve the human genome...

Indeed, the
potential is limitless
and awesome!




We haven’t quite wrapped our heads around the
dystopian aspects of the technologies we create.

We hire attention engineers to make sure you
spend as much time as possible on our products...

We haven’t paid too much attention to the e-waste
we produce...

And the ethics of Al...??7
But, never mind all that,
AREN’T ROBOTS COOL?”



The kids are very excited about the power of
Information technologies ....

Wow, wasn’t that cool, all ' But we did also have a sneak peak

those gadgets and robots! § into the darker side of technology.
Some of those solutions ! We really do get sucked in to our
could really make a huge devices.

Impact on our lives... | This can be very distracting...
... attention engineers really have a
fascinating, yet terrifying job.
And there is also the dark web...




those silicon valley suits have no idea how powerful
technology is... and what it could be...

we need less surveillance... more transparency...
everything should be free for all to consume and see...

sure hacking is seen to be bad... but don’t forget how
powerful we hackers are... we can tamper with
elections... bring politicians to the floor... expose just
about anything about anyone...

Is it moral?... well perhaps more moral than corrupt
governments...




The kids reflect on the influence of
TECHNOLOGY...

Information manipulation, cyber
crime and the potential of cyber And what can be done about

warfare are very real....but the e-waste...
information technology has also ... and the awful working

been used to expose some pretty — prcoodnudétei%nusr g];tjhgoestg mht?\e

serious crimes.
— et nOOTES areas of the world??7?

Also, we have not yet explored
block chain and what it could mean
for changing our finance system, or

for encouraging whistle-blowing
(which could maybe transform our
political system?).




A
(]

... and they reflect some more...

y

| B —-

| especially wonder about the
ethics of the new technologies
(perhaps something to ask the
philosophers)?
And how do we plan for
something we don’t really
understand all too well?

-]

| am especially interested
in the medical
technologies.
Will we really live longer
and longer (and if possible
eternally)?

(0) 0

2.2
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Apropos medical 1
technologies: “We will '

vaccinate 7 billion : .
people” (Bill Gates) ... - j Ba_ge loc mi » !
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...and there iIs more to reflect on ...
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BOOK STORE

’ We reflect on society....

Art imitates life...
Life is full of good
content...

We solve global problems
by merely pointing them out!




Well,
sometimes they do!
But who cares?

And what happens \ \ye just make more art!

once you have Also our new album is
created awareness? dropping next week.

Do politicians or | hope that we get

anyone else do good press coverage...
something about it?




Some of us aren’t really free to
say as we wish...at a certain
level of success we become

mouthpieces to our sponsors
and financiers...

It is hard to protest a system
that enables your career...

-
"




Some of these artists are all about EGO,
pretending to care, if it’s good for PR...

A real artist goes unnamed and poor...

... F68CK the system ... Sometimes our art is

... join my crowd funding campaign.... politically or ideologically
- suppressed (remember
Salman Rushdie!)...




The kids realise that the artists are very powerful
In spreading messages far and wide...

Some artists are very W Eyen those who call
dependent upon the media themselves true or pure
or sponsors to help them... artists need to somehow

... while some humble, yet participate in the current

powerful art simply goes economic system...
unnoticed...

... and trivial art is sold as a
commodity...

...crowd-funding
for the arts is (
very cool!!!




The kids explore the MEDIA....

The media are in control of

— what we know about the world and

how we understand it.
o) They also seem to have huge power F =
over the artists we just met
‘“ and maybe over the scientists and

politicians too?
. Let’s go and hear ‘
o what they have to say... -

nd =

- = 132



We inform the people. We try to

be as impartial as possible.
The media are a cornerstone of
democracy.

We are not here to solve
problems, we are here to report
on them...

(And hey, do we have the latest
scoop for you....)

Surely your power
and access means
you could make a
significant
contribution (if you
wanted to...)?




We have huge problems of our own\i

Journalism isn’t what it used to be...
Without conflict and problems there
would be no good TV...

And it is all about subscribers and
followers, therefore
we report on what they want to see...
Also, we are beholden to our sponsors,
advertisers, financiers and (?)...,
so what they say goes.

But, of course, we are a
FREE PRESS!




Beware of the media of other countries
(those which are not our friends),
as they are full of lies, propaganda, fake news,

gap news and one-sided reporting...

Likewise, the social media is full of fake news...
Of course, we also take advantage of this
social media phenomenon, but
we only spread the truth through it
(...provided that it doesn’t ruffle our sponsors’
feathers).




The kids also meet the independent,
alternative and social media...

| feel the need to present myself We don’t have to listen to

as an authority on about pretty the mainstream media
much anything - #freedom - #tweet anymore, we curate and

- #care! create our own
Collectively we can participate in news...#TRUTH.....
public debates...
Social media plays a huge part in
democracy...




Social mediais not as free as we think.
Only two groups of actors are sure to have
good access to social-media data:
One is the online giants (like Facebook and
Google). The other is governments (and
their secret service agencies).

The social media (like other forms of
technology) influence politics in two ways:
On the one hand they are making
societies more democratic.

On the other hand, they also provide
those in power with new tools of control,
making societies more totalitarean!

And PRIVACY?
A last century concept?

Increasingly, some of
our favourite alternative
media (which we
regarded as quite
balanced and neutral)
have been censored or
deleted by you tube,
facebook, etc...

CENSORED
... you’ll be next, if you
express your opinion
and it deviates from
the mainstream...
...of course, we live in
a DEMOCRACY ...
... of course, there is
freedom of speech...




The kids also speak to the media consumers...




...and they learned...

Fake news is being spread by |

mainstream media to create
fear and panic...

No, they are spread by groups ‘&

with a right wing agenda......

IR SR ¢ Y & b
> GERIE- RS0 (B
i - R bl |

& =
e 3

No, fake news is spread by
iIndependent media to push their
leftist agenda, leaving critical
news unreported for the sake of
“social justice”

We can’t trust anyone...




... and they also hear ...

No, we know that the biggest
creators of fake news are annoying
internet trolls with a vendetta or
being paid for it by (?)...
...anyone can publish anything...

¥ No, it is the deep state

under false flags,
which spreads the
fake news...

. é‘i 1’)‘
S not
our own government,
or our main media...
... they are always
trustworthy...




Join the ANTI-MEDIA
MOVEMENT!

It’s simple really, we
just don’t listen, read
or engage with the
news often, if at all...

How lazy! Don’t do that!
Rather join our SAVVY MEDIA
MOVEMENT!

We view media from multiple
sources, from different countries,
local and international,

alternative...

We make up our own minds about
what we do and don’t believe.
Although we still can’t know what
IS true, we try to make sense of it
all. We try to find out with logic
and common sense.
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The kids reflect on the media ...

— We have to

develop media media. It seems they are
competency!

B :
q either governed by profit or
j . by a deep political
We should join | motive...?
the Savvy

Media
Movement ... Il

There is so much bias in

PSS




... and they reflect some more...

a—

R —)

Can the repetition of an
ongoing stream of a-
contextual bits of news items
really convey the truth and
be regarded as meaningful
information...?

It is difficult to say what is
fake and what not, which
sources are lying and which
not? Who and how can this Y
be evaluated and judged?
Whom can we still trust?




. —
. \) The kids head for the
MILITARY

Rever before in th&history of mankind

(ves, it’s predominantly man that make wars!)
has humanity reached the potential of total annihilation
of all wo/mankind and with it a lot of other species... 144
... Several times over.



The kids are deeply concerned about the
unprecedented global militarisation.

It could end in a few minutes
of spectacular fireworks. .
And after the mushroom the most powerful nation in the world,

clouds have settled? the USA?
Darkness and ashes. Its military expenditure is double that of

Dust to dust.... the next four largest spenders together.
Total annihilation. This is definitely mainstream!
The solution to all of
humanity’s problems?

Why not the military of

Surely, no one can want that!
So why this militarisation?




We have been attacked by terrorists on 9/11.
About three thousand people died.

If we are attacked, we need to defend ourselves.

We have to protect our nation and our NATO
partners from such brutal attacks in future.

We need to wipe out the terrorists.
And we have to follow them into the countries

they hide in (Afghanistan, Irak, Lybia, Syria,
Yemen, Pakistan, Somalia....).

This is a war on terror. We will not stop until we
eradicate them all.
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No, this is not about
aggression or expanding our
sphere of influence.

It is about self-defence and
about promoting human
rights and liberating countries
from their human rights
violating dictators.

Win / win, indeed!

And yes, we have to
support the freedom
fighters and their countries
who also suffer from the
same terrorist supporting
regimes. After all, they are
on our side.




Only the Russians (they bomb Syria and
annexed Crimea!) and maybe soon the
Chinese are the aggressors.

We need to protect our East European NATO
partners from Russian aggression. (That is
why we have to surround them with nuclear

missiles and put troops on their border.)

After all, we defend democracy and ensure
that societies become democratic.

sacrifice. We need to increase our military

budgets and so do our NATO partners.




”ecessary

Uman rjgh
ght aga,'g

fi

rights vj

O Violate
ts in the
St human
Olators|

Those anti-terrorist wars
happen to be in countries
associated with oil / gas
fields, pipelines and
routes. COINCIDENCE?
PS: And what about Iran?
That is about security!
PS: And Venezuela?

That Is about human

rights! 149



And what about the terrorists....... ?

We are defending our
country, our freedom, our
lifestyle, our religion and

having our resources

exploited by the capitalist US
and their NATO partners.

Our only weapon is terror!

And their arms are received from

international allies and supporters

(including the USA and the NATO **

countries). No, of course, this has

nothing to do with business, only 150
with human rights.



We lost everything in a horror
of fighting around us.
WHY?

We don’t understand all this!

According to the UN, there were 79.5
million forcibly replaced people
worldwide in 2019.

SALESTINIAN PRCSTS
RIGHT OF

TURN
m .

7 _..w The percentage of CIVILIAN
M deaths was

M 10 % in World War |
440 % In World War I
gy - 90 % since 9/11

« about 3000 civilians died on
9/11. More than one million
civilians died in retaliation -
since. 151




The kids reflect on what they had just heard...

What can we say? We are supposed to have a

That we, the citizens of the - free press. We have
USA and NATO states alternative media to check

really don’t know what we out different points of view.

do to other nations? Will the future generations
believe us that we didn’t
know?




The kids ask in desperation ....

Will there be a future generation?

Or will the nuclear rhetoric become a
nuclear reality — accidentally or
Intentionally?

LET US PRAY!




The kids visit the ENVIRONMENTALISTS

..... they visit some leaders from Greenpeace to find out
about environmental problems and solutions... 154



Eco-systems are destroyed and species disappear
on land through urban development, deforestation,
desertification, toxic agricultural practices and
pollution.

Species disappear in the sea because of
unsustainable fishing and pollution.

Therivers, lakes, sea and rainwater are polluted, as
well as the land and the air we breathe.




And what can and
Should we do
about jt?




How can
we ever
clean all /g

I PR
P




/ ! I

Stop consumerism,
realise that less can be more.
Stop offenders,
punish them,
boycott them,
don’t buy their products.

@ Stop corrupt governments and
politicians,

greedy and uncaring businesses

¥ financiers, bureaucrats and bought
scientists.

Shun the governments
which don’t sign nuclear and
environmental treaties.

Demand strict controls
of the polluting industries.

Make industries liable
and pay
for the damage they cause.




POLITICIANS, learn about the
limits to growth of your national
development plans.
Regulate industries.

Stop corrupt politicians.
Become transparent (no more
secret trade agreements).

ECONOMISTS, get serious
about sustainability.
Get real about the green
economy and steady state
economy.

Account for the REAL cost of
economic growth (like
deducting the production of the
“bads” from the "goods” in
your GDP figures).




Maybe humanity won'’t survive.
Are we that important?
(Who misses the Dinosaurs?)

Of course, the planet and maybe some
of the other species will survive.
(Forests and wolves thrive in
Chernobyl and sharks and birds on
Bikini Atoll!)




The kids reflect on what they had just heard...

How can we shift to

a more sustainable
development path
for humanity?

& = Isreplacing plastic
with paper straws
| really that important

Are the solutions i the larger scheme
we heard about of things?

REALLY AR
enough... X /4 \‘ ' '

< " ’
» i
The plastic straw

that breaks the
back of the

camel, maybe?




....and the kids explore the apparently biggest threat of all....

CLIMATE CHANGE

IPCC climate models
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The kids reflect on the devastating evidence
and the proposed solutions...

“

The evidence of the | 4 o
melting Polar ice caps as a If this Is due to
result of global warming is greenhouse gas

devastating and very M emissions, what can
convincing. = We do to stop or even

reverse it?

P

Are solar and wind energy, °
carbon trading, CO2 tax
and electric cars really
sufficient to solve this

problem?
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>,

pusiness an
that a cO2 tax isa

continuous source of
jncome for

governments.
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The kids start to panic and begin to search for alternative views...

&

Is there another
perspective on
climate change?




... and they meet critical (mostly greying) scientists...

We regard climate change as a natural
phenomenon.

The planet came out of an ice age and
therefore the earth is warming now —
as it always did.

Based on historical evidence, we
dispute that CO2 is MOSTLY
responsible for the current warming
phase.

We object to the apparent scientific
consensus on ACC (anthropogenic
climate change, or man-made climate
change).

We deplore the absence of an honest
scientific debate!

We object to the commercialisation
and politicisation of climate change
and the media hype.




YES, we MUST unite behind
science, BUT by adhering to the
scientific METHOD in the pursuit

of TRUTH and with an open

scientific DEBATE!

The APPARENT scientific
consensus that 98% of scientists
agree on an ACC (anthropogenic

climate change, or man-made
climate change),
seems to be based on a study by
Cooks et al.
The categories of this study have
been manipulated to produce the
consensus.




THE STUDY by Cooks et al. (2013)

Of a total of studies investigated, did NOT
mention ACC at all, and were therefore discarded.

Of the remaining 3 974 studies, only 64 claimed an
ACC influence of more than 50%, while 9 papers
denied any influence at all.

The remaining papers were put into somewhat unclear

categories, whereby papers explicitly or

iImplicitly endorsed an anthropogenic influence

without quantifying it and 69 talked of a minimal
*~influence without quantifying it.

Do your own calculations:
_ _ Yes, you get the 98 percent
conclusion: “There is if you ignore the 66,7
agreement that the current climate percent of papers that did
change is mostly caused by human not mention an ACC.

activity. o If you were to take the 64
conclusion: “Human activity strong endorsers as

has some influence, on climate percentage of the total of
change, but we don’t know how 11 944 papers.

much. AHEM!?!




YES, CO2 is a greenhouse gas.

But there is no consensus about how
strong its impact on climate is,
nor is there consensus on the different
models of the greenhouse effect .
(Some apparently contradict each
other.)

Some researchers criticise the lack of
knowledge about the effects of the
cloud cover.

Others criticise the neglect of
effects from solar activity,
orbital changes and a range of

other co-factors.

With incomplete science there
cannot be real knowledge about
our future!
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We need science to improve our lives.

It should however serve the pursuit of TRUTH

and not bend itself to the influence of political

opinion (let alone prostitute itself to economic
interests).

Unfortunately, if we speak out against the
economic and political hijacking of science, or
even only demand an open scientific discourse,
we don’t get research funds, our papers are not
published and we get ostracised (and more

recently even persecuted).

That’s why we only speak up when we are
greying (on behalf of all)!

v

-

’ Q.
AT
.
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Carbon Dioxide ws Temperature: past 400,000 yvears

Temperature Change ('Celsius)

Carban Diaxide (parts per millon)




What about the frightening
global warming, depicted Is it getting hotter and by how much?
by the famous hockey Are the current temperatures unique in
the history of the earth?

Behold the famous “pattle of the graphs”,
which was waged in a court case for
some years. The case was eventually

dismissed, because climatologist Mann
(of hockey stick fame) refused to reveal
his raw data to climatologist Ball (and the

court) and claimed the processing
method as personal IP.

Battle of the graphs: Mann versus Ball
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The kids reflect on the different perspectives...

How is it possible to call
someone who does not re\_/eal Whom can we still trust?
raw data and the processing

. % Surely, we cannot be
r) ]
method a scientist at all~ expected to rely on ]

How is it possible to call an ourselves to check on
article that manipulates —— scientific research in
categories, scientific? 2 ) areas that are not our

= : ' ' expertise?

Although 1 am not
in panic anymore,

| am still
%/ \, confused!




... and there is more to reflect on...

If there is no reliable and
trustworthy science and open
scientific debate,

It is not surprising that
politicians can ignore facts and
broadcast opinions,
people get scared and
kids hysterical,
believing that life on earth will

end in a few years.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
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DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY

They talk to the energy experts on how

energy can solve our problems... 2



We have to ensure that our society has enough
energy (or they wouldn’t keep voting for us).

The established non-renewable energy providers deliver
reliable and relatively cheap energy.

The renewable ones are not yet economic enough and

xploration, extraction they dfon ézvr?rk rellalcal){ébec_a%sglthe sun c{_oes”n t shine

nd processing of non- or ours an e win oOWsS erra.lca Y).
renewable energy But we do, of course, encourage their use. = =

sources, instead of _
encouraging o SR —
sustainable options? “
1

,q

Vhy do you allow more




We regulate and
apply sanctions.
And our law enforcement
gets better.
They are forced to clean up!

. ll"" il
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This is what
government officials
are-PAB-FSR-told by

powerful energy
lobbies!

And there is another side of
energy efficiency we don’t
want to talk about:
Some generating of energy
(e.g. fracking)
needs more energy input
than is produced as output!




The kids also interview some energy consumers...

something about renewable
e

energy ...
They must make sure that
we have areliable supply of
electricity for our lights and
ice in the drinks and petrol
in the tank.




The kids also explore the renewable energy sector...

We are deeply frustrated.
We assure you that we have
the solutions for hundred
7 % percent renewable energy
NOW and that the solutions
are economical.

-

from a totally
renewable energy
iIndustry?



Our solutions are not enough
supported. Governments don’t

encourage them. g There is too much
The powerful non-renewable | money being made by
lobbies push for more \ the legacy non-
investment, government licenses renewable systems.
and support. We can’t match And they can also
that! < manipulate energy prices
And the apparently cheap oil and ; e long enough to get us
gas from fracking (with its \ out of business.
socialising of costs) needs to

be highly criticised =T

as a culprit ... >




Pssst, Don’t tell...

And the Greens conveniently
forget the truth about the
mountains of batteries, solar
panels and windmill blades when

they have to be discarded...

Lack of supply chain planning
results in wind generators and
solar installations being
switched off when the wind

blows and the sun shines!

...and those
windmills are
UGLY, UGLY

Of course fracking is cheap, if
the cost of the side-effects on
water, health and environmental
destruction is left to society.
(Didn’t we hear about this type
of capitalistic socialism
before?)

Thereplacement A
of real forests with

windmill forests?
We could paint
them green!




The kids reflect on what they learned about energy...

Who is responsible for this
energy mess and how can we
get out of 1t?

Do governments know that the
people place responsibility on
their shoulders to deal with the
energy situation ...

while governments
keep hiding behind the
freedom of enterprise!
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After some initial research, the kids realise that medical costs are
huge and rising, while death rates remain mostly constant.

The top causes of death are from lifestyle related diseases.
We are getting sicker...

Advances in technology,
genetics, pharmacology, food
enrichment and supplements
will soon create a world free
from disease and ageing!

Thanks to vaccines,
there will be no more
iInfectious diseases!
That’s prevention for
you!

Just imagine what will
come next! Implanting
organs grown from your
own stem cells and
printed in 3D, is just a
few years away!
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Technology is wonderful:
we get more and better drugs to
cure disease, transplant organs

/QQ and keep peqple alive on
(S machines.

We look into the body through x-
rays, CT and MRI scans.
This is all perfect for diagnosis and

aaaaa

of disease prevention. | B
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And think of the Didn’t we hear critics say that
rising life this is mostly due to the cure of

expectancy during
the last 100 years!

infectious diseases and not
because of other medical
advances?

And that life expectancy has been
static for decades now, and even
started to decline again in some

(even developed) countries?

)

—_—




And concerning the cure for
cancer, heart diseases,
diabetes and a few more

3 diseases,
this is probably less than 10 \
years away! 996 G\\
X




- — e —

The costs will definitely come down.
After all we have generic drugs,
computers, apps for diagnosis and

And what prescribing customised treatments,
> about the growing organs fror_n stemcells and
exorbitant and DNA vaccines.... ?695\ W\
rising health- .« XC

care costs?




Do we actually have a
HEALTH CARE
system, or rather a
DISEASE CARE
system?




Then the kids visit the medical ALTERNATIVES and are overwhelmed.

So many different approaches from ancient Chinese and Ayurvedic traditions
to herbalism, homeopathy, energy medicine and faith healing (beyond the
medically recognised placebo).

There are also computer-based approaches and quantum technologies for
diagnosis and treatment, that work with subtle energies, electro-magnetism
and photons.

And there are ever so many alternative approaches to specific diseases
(including treatments that our grannies already used successfully).
AND ALL OF THIS WITHOUT THE DREADFUL SIDE-EFFECTS OF SOME OF
THE MAINSTREAM MEDICAL TREATMENTS!

And yes, they also encounter the weird (derivatives of the cure-all snake oil!).




Prevent disease by
strenghtening your
Immune system

Heal disease by
supporting the body’s
healing system

Use the natural remedies
that have been handed
down by long tradition and
proved to work
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Relaxation,
meditation, prayer
and positive thinking

These and a few more
factors work together
(and not merely in
Isolation from each other),
to co-produce health
synergistically and in a yin
and yang balance.



There is some scientific research
besides lots of anecdotes of cures and
even (apparently) spontaneous
remissions from disease.

But, where is the
scientific research

on all of this?




A lot of what the
alternatives say makes
a lot of sense, is cheap,

widely available and
without devastating

And did you notice how
creating health
prevents ALL disease
(with a few exceptions, like
accidents)?




The kids reflect on what they learned about medicine...

Is medicine another area of life
In which alternative solutions
are being ignored, while
unsustainable legacy systems
are being maintained
and make lots of money for their
investors ...

And who should
do something
\about it and how?

<l EXERCISE ?
B 1. Reflect: What did you learn™
: - What is YOUR opinion and
....while the cost of

| ne W what s your experience?
their negative impact is

' i 9 Research: Find out more
carried by society :
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\
i
i
V "
h i
| P
J '
/ \
/ \
{ Y
I Y
i 1
h \
i i
h H
1
h
1

"\ v,

4 48




202



You education policy designers,
how are we going to address the

« gaping holes in education
between the rich and poor?

high-school dropout rate?
digital challenge?
unmotivated and bored kids?
youth unemployment?

and all the other problems?

If we would not have
so few resources, we
would have solved
those problems long
ago!




It is really hard
to be the principal
of a school
that lacks resources.
The students really
suffer because of it.




[

~ F Weteachers are highly stressed.

We have too many directives and
demands from too many parts of the
education system coming together as
instructions to be implemented by us.

On top of this, powerful parent lobbies
make sure that we do.

And pupils challenge our knowledge,
knowing it all from Google.

| used to love teaching, but now??

Many of the best teachers leave the
system to find employment
elsewhere.




| am
BOOOOORED!
Who needs to
know all this old
stuff anyway?

| am
BOOOOORED!
Why learn all this?
If | want to know
something,
| only need to ask
Google!




We parents are vocal and organised to
get the best for the special needs of our
own children.

They deserve the best...

... after all, we pay high school fees and

taxes.
And no child should be left behind!
(And certainly not mine!)

And who cares for
the apparently not
special needs children...
...after all, no child
should be left behind?!

And does not
every child have
special needs?




Who challenges the
relevance of the curriculum

when apparently all
knowledge is available with a
slide of thumb?
ORISIT?

Who is responsible for the
curriculum?
(Only the policy makers seem
happy with it, except for making
minor updates from time to time).

Does the curriculum and

the whole education set

up meet the realities of
BRAIN / MIND
FUNCTIONING?



What is knowledge anyway?
Do schools have to provide the
knowledge with which DATA

gleaned from Google can be
integrated into meaningful
KNOWLEDGE and
UNDERSTANDING?

Should we include more art

education to stimulate “right

brain” activity and creativity?

If yes, why is art education so
under-resourced?




An education system based on / ..nr can a system
rote and prescribed minimum in which kids are herded
standards cannot develop the through the curriculum
unique talents and interests of according to their age

students! instead of their unique
capabilities!

- g
...NOr can a system

...NOr can a system

that allows kids to explore, in which kids who speak
but doesn’t provide different home languages,
' frameworks for and or have special needs, ‘
n guidance in sit in one classroom
A evaluating the researched ‘throughout their education.
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Isn‘t there an alternative
education system that is
better and that really
develops our potential?

But maybe

the education system
J shouldn’t develop people at all,

but rather turn them

‘ Into non-thinking

| 7 and politically correct
Information consumers
| g

that can be controlled

and manipulated
and made to fear
y and panic?




The kids explore alternative education and learn that....

allh " ¢

...there are many alternative
education approaches available
(such as Montessori, Waldorf),

which have a lot iIn common with
remedial education, such as

 apersonalised curriculum
negotiated individual progress

close working relationship
between teacher and pupil

collaborative group work and
mutual support

a w/hole-brain approach
learning through exploration
learning through teaching




This type of alternative education
IS mostly enjoyed by the elites,
as it Is very resource intensive

and thus too expensive
for the masses.

A\\V

education seemed
to have always
favoured
the wealthy!



The kids return from the last stop (and last hope) of their journey...
.. and reflect on their experience with educationists

After participating in the Could we transform our

education conference we realise educatio_n system into one that
that the education system is truly enlightens learners about

riddled with problems. It . how the world works,

] desperately needs change. - . how problems arise and
Fundamental change. . how th H ved?

Education can be a powerful ow they can be Solve

tool for solving all problems in Imagine there was a school
the world. that taught us this very journey

But with the current system? we are on!

| Not likely! I ‘

"

N
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...and they reflect some more...

| wonder why nobody s_uggested
| am good in some to progress pupils
subjects and bad in according to subject knowledge
others. (so that a pupil is in a_different class
Wouldn’t it be nice to work | for each subject),
on each subject with instead of forcing them to learn the
others who are more or * same content at the same time,

less on the same level which is too slow

than I, never mind what for the more talented
age they are? and interested in a subject ,

and too fast for those

who are not and who therefore {
never quite catch up. |

And of course for some 4
subjects (like art, ethics
and music), we can all be
together in the same
class according to age.




... and more reflection ...

| think that one of the aims of
education should also be to
give us an overview of the
different scientific disciplines,
so that we know how
everything fits into a larger

In many countries,
the majority of school
leavers can’t get a job..
Whatever will happen to
them (and us)?
And what is the purpose of
— education anyway?

google the details...

Surely the purpose of
education is not to prepare us

for ajob (especially since the | — -
\ §

technical progress creates U
continuously new jobs)?
Isn’t it rather about /

developing our potential?

N

216

picture.
After all, we can always 1
1




and more reflection ...

And shouldn’t
an aim of education be
to teach us
the SClENTlFlC METHOD,
So that we Can detect
when we are sold

Opinions ag Science.. .
---and LOG|C and
to counter the
fear, hysteri

with fa




But, it IS time to return home and make sense of it all .....
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...and what would the aliens think about
humanity and its problems
(and how it attempts to solve them)
from their universal perspective?




